Madagascar is home to over 100 endemic lemur taxa , one of which is the crowned sifaka Propithecus coronatus. As with the vast majority of lemurs (a staggering 94% according to Schwitzer et al. 2013) , the crowned sifaka is threatened with extinction; it is currently ranked as Endangered on the IUCN Red List (Andriaholinirina et al. 2014) . In February 2011, following the discovery of several small and isolated populations distributed across central Madagascar (Razafindramanana and Rasamimanana 2010; King et al. 2012; Rakotonirina et al. 2014) , a number of stakeholders, including government ministries and non-governmental organizations, participated in a workshop with the aim of sharing and updating information on the crowned sifaka, and of discussing conservation approaches for such fragmented populations (MEF/GERP/TAF 2011). This special section of Primate Conservation, focusing on the crowned sifaka, is one outcome of that workshop.
females dominating males, and found that, although groups defended their territories, the most frequent outcome of intergroup interactions was tolerance.
Antrema was also the site chosen by Fichtel (2014) for her study of the acoustic structure of the loud calls ("tchi-faks") of crowned sifakas, which she compared with the calls of Decken's sifakas at Bemaraha, finding that the calls differed significantly between the two populations. Fichtel also found that the "tchi-faks" of both populations were highly individually distinctive. The study highlights several interesting hypotheses, the verification of which will require study of additional populations of the two species.
Finally, Roullet (2014) provides a thorough overview of the small captive population of crowned sifaka, presenting the results and lessons learnt during 25 years of captive management since the first export from Madagascar to Paris in 1987. Roullet concludes her article with a summary of the support that European holders of crowned sifaka provide to the conservation of the species in Madagascar. This includes the initiation of the project at Antrema by the Parc Zoologique de Paris (Muséum national d'histoire naturelle), the creation and coordination of the Tsibahaka Project by The Aspinall Foundation, and the facilitation and support by several European organizations of a metapopulation management approach to integrating ex situ and in situ conservation of the crowned sifaka. This latter is implemented under the Sifaka Conservation Project, in close collaboration with European institutions and GERP (Groupe d'Etude et de Recherche sur les Primates de Madagascar). Several of the small or isolated populations of crowned sifaka newly reported from central Madagascar by Razafindramanana and Rasamimanana (2010) , King et al. (2012) and Rakotonirina et al. (2014) have subsequently benefited from community-based conservation interventions within the framework of the metapopulation conservation project.
The collection of papers presented in this special section gives a good overview of the current state of our knowledge about the conservation needs and ecology of the crowned sifaka. Conservation action plans for several sites with crowned sifaka populations have recently been described (Rakotonirina et al. 2013; Ramanamisata and Razafindraibe 2013; The crowned sifaka, Propithecus coronatus, Katsepy, Madagascar, July 2010. Photo by Tony King / The Aspinall Foundation.
